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Spouses’ Programme 
Friday, 16 October 2026, Lipica and Vilenica Cave

	8.50
	Departure of the Spouses of the Heads of State in a motorcade of vehicles from Hotel Plaza in Ljubljana to Lipica,

	10.00 
	arrival of the Spouses of the Heads of State at Lipica, at the main entrance to the Lipica Stud Farm (Lipica 5, Sežana), where they are welcomed by:
· Ms Tatjana Vošinek Pucer, Director of Kobilarna Lipica d.o.o.,

(in case of bad weather: arrival at the Hotel Maestoso),


	followed by 
	release of a herd of Lipizzaner horses from the stable,

	followed by
	time for refreshments in front of the Main Riding Hall (in case of bad weather: refreshment at the Hotel Maestoso prior to the release of the herd),


	10.30
	tour of the Lipica stable and the “Meet the Lipizzaner Horse” experience*,

	followed by
	group photo,


	followed by
	entering the Main Riding Hall,


	11.15
	equestrian performance by the Lipica Riding School in the Main Riding Hall,

	12.15

	end of the equestrian performance and walk to the lunch venue,

	12.20
	picnic lunch in the Castle Gardens (in case of bad weather: Culinary Museum),


	13.30
	end of lunch,

	followed by
	carriage ride through a part of the Lipica estate (only in case of good weather),


	13.50
	departure in a motorcade of vehicles towards Vilenica Cave (Lokev 4v, 6219 Lokev),

	14.00
	guided tour of the Vilenica Cave*,


	followed by 

	performance by the Karina vocal group, 1st "Dance hall",

	followed by 

	continuation of the guided tour of the Vilenica Cave,


	14.45
	end of the guided tour of the Vilenica Cave and departure for Brdo pri Kranju,


	16.10
	arrival of the Spouses at Hotel Elegans, Brdo pri Kranju,


	followed by

	departure of delegations.


*Comfortable shoes and clothing recommended

The Spouses' programme, hosted by Dr Aleš Musar, Spouse of the President of the Republic of Slovenia, will focus on a visit to the Lipica Stud Farm, one of the oldest stud farms in Europe, renowned for breeding the elegant white Lipizzaner horses. The tradition of Lipizzaner horse breeding is inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Lipica is an important part of Slovenia’s cultural heritage and a popular tourist attraction. 
Vilenica Cave is considered the oldest tourist show cave in Europe. It has been open to visitors since 1633 and was once known as the “Queen of Caves” because of its impressive underground formations. Vilenica is also closely associated with culture and literature, having hosted the international Vilenica Literary Festival since 1986. Today, the cave is an important natural and cultural landmark of Slovenia and part of the country’s rich Karst (Kras) heritage.
The Karst is a distinctive limestone landscape in southwestern Slovenia, renowned for its caves, sinkholes, underground rivers and other remarkable karst phenomena. The region gave its name to the scientific term “karst,” which is now used worldwide to describe landscapes shaped by the dissolution of soluble rock. With its unique natural and cultural heritage, the Slovenian Karst is one of the country’s most distinctive landscapes.
 
Spouses’ Programme Contact: Katja Kustec, 00386 41 826 614
image1.jpeg
ARRATIOR

SLOVENIA
2036




